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& WWestern Regional Gfficers &

‘SENESCHAL: SYCAMORE HERALD:
Syr Andreas Hak Lord Friedrich Tomasson

MARSHAL: EXCHEQUER:
Lord Bear the Wallsbane Lady Mebh

ARTS & SCIENCES: CHRONICLER:
Lady Estrid Svensdottir Lady Ellisif Flakkingskvinne

LIST OFFICE: ZSTEL ZDITORS:
Mistress Cassadoria Finealla Bertram & Eromene

This is ZASTEL, published by and for members and friends of the
Western Region of the East Kingdom of the Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc. ZSTEL is available from the Zditor at the address
above. It is not a publication of the SCA and does not in any way,
shape, or form presume to delineate SCA policies.

Subscriptions are $3.00 per year, and include 12 issues. Please make
checks payable to SCA, Inc. — Western Region and mail them to the
Aditor at the address above. Any gentles wishing to submit copy for
ZASTEL are warmly encouraged to do so. Due to limitations in our
production process most submissions will be retyped. If you can provide
your input in MacWrite or Microsoft Word for the Mac format on a 3.5"
diskette it will save us time and retyping. Copyright for all material
in ZASTEL is retained by contributors. 4



€ Regional Calender £

DECEMBER
3 SEB NI IR oorovoprevconsoovonionsacmsinssissimivstsss ioms s Mail
5 East Kingdom University .........cceevrsraerressnnes Debatable Lands
December ZSTEL Pittsburgh, PA
12 Yule Revel .............. sssssirassesees esessessssssssensasesensese +seee Thescorre
December ZSTEL Rochester, NY
19 Masked Ball ....cueerueeeecrnenreesnnesanens pR———— Rhydderich Hael
December ZASTEL Buffalo, NY
JANUARY
2  JESTEL DEaOUNE .oiviisinssrisnssesssomemomsssnasnonsusoutastsssensussss Mail
9 Western Regional Twelfth Night .........c..... Rhydderich Hael
December ZSTEL Buffalo, NY
16 Holly Day Inn Debatable Lands
December ZASTEL Pittsburgh, PA
30 Midwinter Follies ......ccccerruerrannae essssseresasssses . Sterlynge Vayle
December £ASTEL Binghamton, NY
30,  UWEEAT X cummnmesssmmmmeorsosmmsensionsstmoriisssiies .... Thescorre
December £STEL Rochester, NY
FEBRUARY
1 ZESTEL Deadling ..ccccssessassrsssessessonsasssnescasesssasaassssonnsssass Mail
13 Valentine’s Day ReVel a.ccureesominssscascossossncasss «.. Stormsport
January Z£STEL Erie, PA
W BEWOIL cninmiisinisiviiieiis v i Cour d'Or
January ZASTEL Pittsburgh, PA
27 Seven Deadly Sins V: A Feast in Valhalla ............ Delftwood
January ZASTEL Syracuse, NY

Please send event flyers to the Aditors so that we can include accurate
information about your event in the Announcements Section.

Special Note:

There is a reasonable chance that the people of the Western Region
will be polled on the question of whether or not they wish to become a
principality some time near the end of A.S. XXII. Please remember,
only official members of the SCA will be polled. If you need to renew,
the Registry must receive your membership fee before the end of
January for your name to be included on an April polling list.
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&  Aditorially Speaking &

Well, the first issue is out. Feedback to date ranges from “cheap!” and
“gorgeous” to “write the whole thing yourselves?” and “really one-
sided.” What do all of these comments have in common? They are
right. Now, while we want to keep ZASTEL inexpensive and beautiful,
we certainly have no intention of writing the whole thing again
ourselves. The first issue was very one-sided because we cannot voice a
point of view we do not share. We need other contributors to balance out
the content of the newsletter, and to make it truly regional in nature.
We are delighted that Master Sir Alric Bowbreaker has written an
article against principalities. We may not agree with him, but he
presents his point of view better than we possibly could.

| L

The discussion of principality is not the only thing happening in the
Western Region, and should not be the only topic covered in the
newsletter. We would like to request articles on the arts and sciences,
history and philosophy of the Middle Ages and the SCA. We also
print extracts of event announcements. Remember that our reproduction
process does not handle art or illustrations well - so we need other kinds
of filler (heard any good jokes lately?).

Remember also that the regular deadline is the first day of the month
before publication (that is, December 1 for the January issue). We hope
to mail the issues by mid-month so that people will have them in their
hands by the end of the third week. The short turnaround should help
us get accurate information out in a timely manner.

Tell us what you think, or better yet, write for us!4
— Mistress Eromene Aspasia
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In Search of
Principality Arms

As you must know if you are reading ZASTEL, the Western Region is con-
sidering making a bid to become a Principality. The Regional
Seneschal, Syr Andreas Hak, has asked me to coordinate Heraldic
Research and Development - i.e., come up with a device for the pro-
posed Principality. Therefore, I am asking for your help. I wold like
you all to exercise your heraldic imaginations and submit at least one
possible device. Once I have all your submissions, I will assemble a
panel of Senior Heralds to choose the three to five (or so) best of these,
so that we can have a group of designs which are good, passable her-
aldry from which the populace of the region can choose.

As for the content of the device, that is quite flexible. It must, of course,
contain a laurel wreath. Per the Laurel Queen-at-Arms, it is allowed
but not required to have a coronet. Beyond that, I can only offer the
following suggestions:

1. As our sole geographically unifying feature seems to be water (the
Great Lakes and Finger Lakes in New York; the Allegheny, Mononga-
hela and Ohio Rivers in Pennsylvania and West Virginia), canting
references to fresh water (as opposed to oceans) might be appropriate.

2. It has been suggested that some sort of totemic animal would be a
good idea. The griffin has gained some word-of-mouth popularity, but
the unicorn, pegasus and seagull have also been suggested. At any rate,
it should NOT be a creature already in use by another SCA Kingdom or
Principality (e.g., dragon, tyger, lion, swan).

3. The four Baronies of the region all have either Or or Azure in their
arms. These tinctures can also quite ably be used to represent water.

Please do not consider yourselves limited by or bound to these sugges-
tions. I merely offer them as starting points for those unsure where to
begin. Please DO provide either a drawing of your proposed device (on
a standard heraldic submission form) or a heraldic blazon. A descrip-
tion in non-Heraldic terms may be subject to misinterpretation, so I pre-
fer to avoid these. Don’t worry that your drawing skill, or lack
thereof, will hinder the chances of your proposed Principality device -
I have a couple of very fine heraldic artists available to do up all the
submissions so that each can be judged on its own merits.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to seeing

your ideas!4 — Arianna oi Winthmﬁ, c/o Karen Sietalnik
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& @oming Tuents &

East Kingdom University, BMDL December 5

East Kingdom University will be held in BMDL, from noon to 5 pm.
See page 6 for a list of classes currently scheduled. The cost of the
event and feast is $10 after November 15, or $3 off board. Send

checks payable to SCA, Inc. to the co-autocrat, Lady Ts'veea bas
o chi'—

Directions to the class site
(Carnegie Mellon University): Take your best route to Route 376.
From the West, follow Forbes Ave. ## past the Cathedral of Learn-
ing, over a bridge and just past CMU to Margaret Morrison St., turn
right, follow the SCA signs to parking. From the East, take the
Bates St. exit of 376 to a T intersection, turn left on Bouquet and then
right onto Forbes and follow from the ## above.

Yule Revel, Thescorre December 12

The Barony of Thescorre hosts a day in the spirit of the Yule season
at St. George’s Episcopal Church. Bring game boards and dancing
shoes, needlework and beadwork for the exhibits, and enter the con-
tests for Best Dressed Stuffed Toy, Best Use of Advent Colors (rose
and purple) in Garb, Most Imaginative Cloved Fruit, and Most
Attractive Yule Table. Merchants welcome; sideboard throughout
the day; feast by Baroness Sadira bint Wassouf. The cost is $7 to
SCA members or $8 to others; off board $3; just the day $2 BEFORE
December 4th only. Send checks payable to SCA, Inc. Thescorre to

before 9 pm. Send an SASE for directions and an acknowledgement.
Masked Ball, Rhydderich Hael December 19

Live your fantasy for a day at the Rhydderich Hael’s Masked Ball,
featuring dancing, chess and backgammon tourneys, best mask and
costume contests, the notorious basket of debauchery, a quest of
myths and riddles, and a situational fencing challenge (this is not a
tourney, but a series of fighting scenarios with prizes for wit and
original solutions). There will be a sideboard during the day and a
feast in the evening at St. John’s Grace Episcopal Church (Lafayette
St.). Cost for the day is $7 to SCA members or $8 to others on board;
$2.50 and $3.50 off board for all day and $2 day site only fee for
reservations before December 12. Send checks able to the SCA,

Inc. Rhydderich Hael to
h For more information, contact the co-autocrats,

Ariel and Cameron, at the same address.
=




Western Regional Twelfth Night, Rhydderich Hael January 9

Western Regional Twelfth Night will take place at the University
Presbyterian Church, 3330 Main Street (across from the University
of Buffalo). An open forum on Principality will be held at noon.
There will be games and dancing, contests for punning, best tasting
and best looking (must be edible!) yuletide desserts, and a sovereign
and consort of misrule, with other diversions at the whim of the
autocrat. Cost is $8 on board before December 25 and $10 after; both
are $1 off with proof of membership; off board is always $3 and
includes the sideboard. Space is limited. Send checks payable to

the SCA, Inc. Rhydderich Hael to Rosemarian of Edgewater, c/0
P o o
n ormahc)nI contact the autor:ratI Richar 'I‘i er o wiftwaterI cio
Holly Day Inn, BMDL January 16

Time for late period holiday cheer! Come to an English Tavern feast
and Fencing Tourney at the Verona United Presbyterian Church. The
tourney will be double elimination, accompanied by a backgammon
tourney. The feast of tavern fare will give way to singing, dancing,
and revelry. The contests will be for best fencing garb and the most
useless Christmas present (a real or imaginary gift to yourself or a
specific lord/lady). Cost of the event is $7 through December 15, $8
until January 10 and $10 thereafter, off board is $3 anytime. Send

checks payable to SCA, Inc. - BMDL to the autocrat, Brion
W

Midwinter’s Folly, Sterling Vayle January 30

The 5th Annual Midwinter’s Folly theme is the Southern France of
Provence in the days of Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Troubadores.
There will be courts of love; a contest for troubadore song/poem on
the theme of honoring an anonymous love; exotic dancing from the
lands of the Saracen; dancing; a “Tournament of Love” pillow fight
(bring your own); a prize for the best pillow; feasting; and
entertainment. Cost is $7.50 before January 10, $10 thereafter or
$4.50 and $5.50 off board (under 10 half price). Send checks payable

to SCA, Inc. Sterlynge Vayle to the autocrats, (Baron Sir Garanhir &
Baroness Angelica)

UWEKAT X, Thescorre January 30

The University of the Western East Kingdom at Thescorre (whew!)
will host its 10th session on January 30. More information will be
available in the January Zstel.

-5-



& HYniversity Classes &

Some Issues for Composing Medieval Music Vladislav the Purple

For the would-be composer of medieval-style music, we will examine
a number of pieces from the points of view of harmony/melody,
rhythm, phrase structure and contour, with an idea toward seeing
why some pieces “sound” medieval and other do not. Ability to read
modern music notation assumed; those gentles not having had some
music theory at college level are welcome to attend but regretfully
warned that they will surely find themselves lost. Students are
encouraged to bring in their own work for critique, as well as pub-
lished editions of music; in particular, students should bring copies of
Historical Anthology of Music Vol. 1 and Oxford Anthology of
Medieval Music if they have access to them.

History of Counted Thread Embroidery Alys Gardener

A detailed analysis of surviving examples of counted thread tech-
niques, based both on photographs and on actual examples in the
Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Discussion of materials,
thread count, stitch formation, and design. Techniques to be covered
include needlepoint, cross stitch, double-running stitch (“black-
work”), pattern darning.

Medieval Methods in Geometry Anton Winteroak

Medieval methods in geometry, especially aspects useful for astron-
omy. This class will be taught as if by a late fifteenth-century
astronomer who for some reason speaks modern English. Students
should have retained some high school math, and may want to bring
a compass and straight edge.

Juggling Dagonell Collingwood

Historical documentation, making your own equipment, beginners’
exercises and warm-ups. Tricks: cascades, two in one hand, par-
allels, eating the apple, reverse cascade. Bring beanbags or balls.
Class enrollment may be limited by the size of the room available.

Early Music: Mixed Ensembles Farasha Joralemon

An exploration of the many different ways that instruments and/or
voices can be combined in the performance of any individual piece of
Renaissance music. Students in this class will be encouraged to try
out various combinations; two or three different pieces of music will
be studied. Students must be able to read music. Bring your own
instruments or voice. Enrollment limited to eight students.

-6-



Writing Period Poetry Dorigen of the Grey Gate
Late-period English forms, especially the sonnet.
SCA Demonstrations for the Real World Elaine Darkenlight

We will discuss the following: types of demos; resources; organiza-
tions; commitments; expectation — theirs vs. ours; historical accu-
racy; and SCA image. Students should bring a sense of humor and
creative ideas.

Judging for Arts and Sciences Competitions
Niccola Sebastiana & Gryphon du Forte Epee

A class both for people who judge or wish to judge in the East King-
dom arts and Sciences competitions and for people who would like to
know more about how the competition are judged. The instructors
will illustrate the judging procedure by scoring and commenting on
pieces and documentation they have brought with them. Students
are invited to bring items that could be (or have been) entered in the
EK competitions with documentation on which to practice judging.

Illumination: The Court of France Maria de la Flor

A lecture/discussion of “Court of France” later period book of hours
style illumination. I will discuss the general style of borders and
foliage, as well as materials used. Following the lecture, I will pro-
vide materials and guidance for students to try their hands at
various techniques. There will be a small fee for materials.

Coptic Textiles Siobhan ni Filidheacht

A look at textile techniques, colors, materials, and design types of
the Egyptians, c. 300-800, based on the collection of the Carnegie
Museum of Natural History; included will be handouts of charted
embroidery and simple brocade designs, and two knitting designs.
Small fee for handouts.

Japanese Mens’ Costume: An Historical Overview
Ursula von Monchwald

An overview of the most common styles worn during the major
periods in Japanese history. Construction details will be covered, as
will the major sources available to the average SCAdian — books,
movies, patterns, etc. Students should bring their misconceptions.
Small fee for handouts.

The Feudal Military System: Then and Now John the Pell

A presentation and discussion of the basis for, and the workings of,
the feudal system. Also, how the above is related to and entirely
different from what is used in the current middle ages.

S e



On Becoming a Herald Bertram of Bearington

The first part of this class will focus on field/court heraldry — how
to project, the voice as an instrument, and what to say. The second
part will take up the subject of book heraldry and researching
heraldic submissions.

English Country Dance Richard Tyler of Swiftwater

Dancing English country dances and how to interpret dances based on
the 1651 edition of The English Dancing Master, by John Playford.

Lacemaking Roen Dentelliere
No details yet. Enrollment limited to five students. Fee: $3.00

Art History Red Nancy

The Just Shaping of Helms Roberto da Milano

Woodcuts Niccola Sebastiani

No details available on these classes yet.

Schedule of (lasses

12 :
. i Judging Coptic
12:30 |[MedievalHeraldryfPoetry  |A&S | B
Geometry Contests
1:00
1:30 How to
2.00 | Lace- Mixed Give a | Counted |Court of
" [making ~ IEnseinbies Demo | Thread [France
2:30 English
Country
3:00 Dance ge;‘t‘;‘:‘
3:30 |/2pan- — Y Armor
P Mposing
4:00 [Mens Medieval o
4:30 |Costume fJuggling [Music Art
' History
5:00

Rooms assignments will be posted at the day site.
Schedule subject to change.




@ Principality @
Duestions and Ansfuers

Here are some of the questions I have heard regarding the Principality,
with my answers. — Arianna of Wynthrope

Will I still be able to fight in Eastern Crown Tourneys?

Yes, you will still have that right and all the other rights of any East
Kingdom citizen.

Can I still get Kingdom Awards?

Yes, you will still be eligible for any and all Kingdom Orders
(Maunche, Crescent, Tygers Combatant, Sagittarius, etc.) and Society
orders (Chivalry, Laurel, Pelican). In addition, you will also have a
chance at any new Principality orders, including Peerages for those who
have reigned as Prince and Princess (Viscount and Viscountess).

But isn’t it likely that we’ll get fewer Kingdom Awards because we're
in the Principality?

When the Kingdom of Atlantia first became a Principality, its citizens
received MORE Eastern Orders of High Merit, not less. This may be
because being a Principality puts a spotlight on the Region, and because
recipients of the Principality awards will be noticed more by the
Kingdom Orders.

Would our Principality still be able to host Kingdom events?

Yes. Crown, Arts & Sciences Pentathlons and Universities will continue
to rotate through the Regions as they always have. Any western Kings
will probably have their Coronations here. King’s and Queen’s
Champions Tourney will most likely be available for bids. Twelfth
Night has only been held in the Western Region once (Delftwood), and
is constrained by the Kingdom Law stating that it must be in the
“central area of the Kingdom.”

On the otherhand, there will be many Principality events to be hosted:
two Coronet Tourneys and Investitures each year, plus a Principality
Twelfth Night, and any other Principality events that might be
instituted.



Won'’t the Principality pose a problem for Pennsic?

It shouldn’t. We're still going to be a part of the East. Besides, another
border will give us opportunities for MORE fun wars! If, someday
farther in the future, we did actually decide to go Kingdom, then we
might rename ourselves Belgium.... Seriously, the nature of Pennsic
might change, but we’re pretty sure that it will never die, and being a
buffer state SCA-style could be great fun.

Won't the Principality create more paperwork and bureaucracy?

Somewhat. Remember that we already have a fairly full slate of
regional officers, who will automatically fill the Principality
positions. The addition of a Prince and Princess will add another layer
of paperwork, but since they’ll have fewer people to worry about than
the King and Queen, we hope in return they can be more responsive to
their subjects’ desires.

Who decides what the Principality’s laws and awards will be?

We all do. The steering committee has people researching other SCA
Kingdom and Principality laws so that we can choose the best of them,
yet avoid any of their mistakes. We will still, of course, be subject to
the laws and customs of the East. Awards will be similarly discussed
and decided upon at a later date, once we have agreed on whether or
not we actually DO want to be a Principality.

What about a Name and Device?

As with the laws, there are people doing research and soliciting
suggestions (see page 3 — @d). They will choose the best of the
submissions they receive, and we will all vote on them after the
Principality poll.

Will the Principality’s boundaries be the same as the present region’s?

[t depends on what each of the border groups wants to do. Although we
hope everyone will want to come play with the Principality, any
border group which does not wish to be a part of it can join another
region. On the other hand, groups in other regions near our borders
might which to join us. It’s all up to the vote that YOU cast.

What if a group in the middle of a Region doesn’t want to join?

We hope that doesn’t happen. If it does, then compromises may be in
order on both sides of the issue, or the Principality simply won't
happen. We will do everything we can to keep everyone as happy as
possible. The whole point of this is to have fun, and we think being a
Principality would be a lot more fun than just being a region.

-10-



Why should we be a Principality, anyway?
Here are some of the many benefits:

- Smaller groups will have more clout. Many shires feel like small
fish in a big pond - we'll be making the pond smaller.

- We will have a Prince to speak for us at Pennsic War Councils, so our
armies can gain greater prominence in battle, as well as being more
unified and probably better organized.

- Fighters who haven’t the time or money to be King can generally
better afford to be Prince, and they’ll have a better chance of
winning, too.

= Groups will have Royalty visiting them more often — Shires who
have never hosted the King and Queen will quite likely see the
Prince and Princess.

- Some people think there aren’t enough “cookies” to go around; awards
are hard to get, and winning a Crown is almost impossible. Being a
Principality can alleviate this problem for our region, since
Principality awards and Coronet Tourneys would not be the distant
dream that Kingdom awards seem to be.

- Because of the greater attention local groups will receive from their
Prince and Princess (as opposed to the King and Queen), they may be
inspired to grow more, and likewise inspired to help other local
groups to grow. It is not uncommon for the number and size of the
Shires and Baronies within a region to increase dramatically after
the region goes Principality. More groups will mean a greater choice
of nearby events to attend, which in turn means less travelling for
those who like eventing.

- There will be a few more offices available for those who wish to
serve, and more attention paid to our best artisans. Being a
Principality will throw a bit of a spotlight on our region and all of
the people within it.

Anyone with questions should contact the appropriate member of the

steering committee, or come to Regional Twelfth Night on January 9th

lin the Rhydderich Hael, when the committee will have an open

forum to answer any and all questions. 4

Notice:

Syracuse University has an exhibit of Renaissance books and
bookbinding techniques now through the month of December at the
Bird Library Rare Book Area on the Sixth Floor. The hours of the
exhibit are 8:30 - 5:00 Monday through Friday.

<31~



We will have Principality Awards

Let us say the Principality creates the Order of the White Hankie as
its Arts and Sciences award. The Order of the Maunche will look at
any nominees from the West, and vote against them unless they have
already received a White Hankie. Preposterous? That’s what
happened when Atlantia was a principality, and when was the last
time someone received a Pelican who wasn’t already a Silver Crescent?
Thus, a principality award adds another hurdle to receiving Kingdom
honors, and adds two years at least to one’s advancement.

We Already have Regional Bureaucrats, so Going Principality Won't
Increase the Administration

Utterly untrue! The regional officers now are simply carrying out
Kingdom law. When they are Principality officers, they have the
power to make laws for the Principality. Now, local law cannot
override Kingdom law and loosen restrictions; all it can do is echo, or
make new restrictions. Therefore, the Book of Laws for the
Principality will at best be a carbon copy of Kingdom law, which is
useless, or more confining, which is objectionable. Also, there will have
to be a Curia Princeps. This means that several times a year, instead of
spending a Sunday afternoon doing something enjoyable, a Curia will
have to be convened, where officers and others can shout contradictions
at each other until the Prince decides to do what he wanted to do
anyway. | have never met anyone who enjoyed Curia (except Thora,
who slept like a rock), nor have I met anyone who sat up nights reading
Kingdom law. Why should we deliberately create more limits for
ourselves?

We'll be Small Fish in a Smaller Pond

A great principle if you're a fish. What the small fish do not think
about is that the middle size fish in the big pond will become the big
fish in the small pond, and will start doing the same things as the big
fish were doing to them. Net gain for the little fish: zero. Considering
the talk already circulating about who will take what office “when”
we go principality, I think the middle size fish are already fitting
themselves for new fins.

Principality Events will Bring us Closer Together

Drawing a legal boundary around an area does not significantly
decrease the travel time within it. The folk of Northern Outpost will
not be able to drive to Riversmeet for events any more easily than now.

-13 -



The Western Region is geographically the largest, and will be the most
difficult to unify by travel. If the Board feels the East is too big, then
let them aim at the Northern or Central Region, where there are six
groups within two hours of each other. In addition, let us consider
Principality events. Either we parallel the Kingdom calendar, where
we well conflict Coronet with Crown and Investiture with Coronation,
or we can go a season out of phase, and fight a Coronet tourney in
summer when the East is trying to get a war effort going, and another in
the snow. How does this bring us closer together?

‘May God bless and keep the Czar ... far away from us.” It has been the
experience of many people in many places that the farther away one is
from the Throne, the happier life is. Except for those who delight in
having power over others, there will be very few whose lives are
improved by a Western Region Principality. 1 hope you will give
serious thought to this before you make a choice. I echo Master
Bertram’s urge that everyone who is not an SCA member become one
before any vote is taken; whichever side you take in this matter, if
you're not willing to stand up for it, you deserve to lose it.4

— Alric Bowbreaker
Knight of the Society, Master of the Pelican, Founding Baron Thescorre,
Principal of the Queen’s Order of Courtesy, Companion of the Silver
Crescent, Companion of the Tygers Combatant, Troubadore, Companion
of the Raven’s Feather, and Companion of the Friends of the Windmill

F

About the oier:

This month'’s cover is a reproduction of a section of the Triumphal
Arch. This woodcut was commissioned by Emperor Maximilian
sometime after 1512 and finished in 1517. The entire work stands
three meters tall (120 inches) and is composed of 92 wood blocks.
Most of the woodcutting was by Albrecht Diirer, although others
also worked on the piece. The cover is part of the right hand
middle column, above the capital, and depicts a griffin striking
fire with iron and flint. This is the symbol of the Order of the
Golden Fleece. Our reproduction is from The Complete Woodcuts
of Albrecht Diirer, edited by Dr. Willi Kurth, Bonanza Books,
New York, 1946 and is approximately 80% of the original size.
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@ Fut Not Pour @
Haith in Princes
ANOTHER SIDE TO THE WESTERN REGION PRINCIPALITY

Gentles, I am Master Sir Alric Bowbreaker. For those who do not know
me, | have been in the Society for fourteen years; I have been Kingdom
Chronicler and Seneschal; I founded Thescorre, held most of its local
offices at one time or another, and was its Baron for many years. In
short, I am drawing on experience at being everything except royalty or
a Board member, and I have worked for both.

The Western Region Principality is not a new idea; soon after Bishop
Geoffrey divided the kingdom for administrative purposes, almost ten
years ago, the principality idea has surfaced time and again. The
arguments in favor of it are not new either, and there are reasons
against them that were valid then and now. Let us look at some of
them:

A Principality will bring Greater Unity to the Region

Putting aside the question of whether the East Kingdom overall needs
more factionalism and division, let us consider history. Four years ago,
there were strong baronies in BMDL, Thescorre, Delftwood and the
Rhydderich Hael. The principality idea came up then, and was seen
as unnecessary by many of the people now in favor of it. Today, BMDL
is still strong; Thescorre is finally coming out of a long slump;
Delftwood is a shadow of itself; and the Hael cannot even agree on a
new Baron(ess). We need a debate over principalities like we need
rattan termites. Myrkfaelinn has never considered itself part of the
East Kingdom, and a principality probably won't sell there either. The
common courtesy of calling neighboring groups before scheduling events
has been largely abandoned. How will a principality bring unity to us,
if we do not have it among ourselves first?

We will have Local Royalty

Having served over sixteen kings, my strong opinion is that this is not a
desirable state, but I know there are other opinions. Nevertheless, only
four people per year will be local royalty; what does this do for the
rest of us? More courts, when we could be dancing.

19



Those efforts that have been made on a regional basis have suffered
from a lack of focus. Becoming a principality will help give us a sense
of identity, an identity that is just now emerging. Local Royalty can
help that sense of identity.

There are many opinions on principality awards. Some people, like
myself, see them as an inevitable weight. Others optimistically see it
as a chance to set up an intelligent symmetrical system of awards. Still
others say you cannot create tradition in a season. The point is that it is
a separate issue, one to be decided if and when we go principality.

Alric suggests that being a principality will create more paperwork. |
agree. I think it a small price to pay, and a much better objection than
most he raises.

I infer from Alric’s statements that he considers the principality to be
nothing more than a legal boundary. I disagree. I feel that the West-
ern Region is already a cultural entity. While we lack identity we are
a viable subset of the Kingdom. We have been for years. Principality
events will give us something other than the War to build toward.

If we become a principality, I personally recommend that Coronet
Tourneys be run in March and September. I have attended some fifteen
Crown Tourneys. The thought of shifting seasons so that one tourney is
clearly indoors, and the other clearly outdoors is very appealing.

Excluding the principality of Drachenwald, and subgroups such as
colleges and cantons, there are 52 groups in the East. The royalty can no
longer see each group in a calendar year of events. The people of the
SCA like attention. It is a part of what we do. Some of us, such as Alric
and myself, have had the attention, and in fact the recognition of the
entire Kingdom. It is harder and harder to get. When Atlantia became
a principality, kingdom awards increased. This was due in part to the
recognition that the Kingdom was big enough to be two kingdoms. Per-
haps it should have a number of awards appropriate for two kingdoms.
With a local representative of the crown to advise on and disseminate
awards, they will flourish not diminish as Alric suggests.

We can have people who know us as leaders. We can have added
pageantry and abundant attention. Or, we can have distant leaders
who grow more distant with every new group which they must
administer.

You choose. 4 — Syr Andreas Hak
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@ The Thoire Js Yours @

Time is fleeting in the SCA. Generations are measured in years, six
months reigns seem long, and a season is more than enough in which to
bum out.

Having spent the last ten years in the Rhydderich Hael, I am one of
the “old men” of the Western Region. I joined when the Hael was a
shire, held many of its local offices, and ran many of its regular events
at one time or another. I have served more than a term as Western
Region Marshal, and am currently Western Region Seneschal.

There are few who are “older” in SCA years. Of those, perhaps the
most revered in the Western Region is Master Sir Alric Bowbreaker. He
was in my opinion a Pelican and a Knight long before he was formally
recognized as such. I have received from him a letter which I under-
stand will be published in the ZSTEL (see page 12- &d). I find myself
in the uncomfortable position of dissenting with his position. I think
some of his points are good. Others I disagree with, and some I feel he
neglected.

We are a strong region. Alric points out that the BMDL is strong, and
that Thescorre is resurgent. He comments that “the Hael cannot even
agree on a new Baron.” The Hael’s difficulties in choosing a titular
head come from a position of strength. Having just finished a term as
Hael seneschal, I know that it is stronger than it has ever been. Delft-
wood is a shadow of its former self, but they had their own unique
problems.

As regional marshal I saw unity growing in the region. More than ever
before, people know each other, and are working together. Alric says
that we do not have unity, but he has not been active in the Western
Regional for some time. He has chosen not to be a part of that growing
unity, but that does not mean it does not exist.

The principality is not interested in forcing groups into it. If Myrk-
faelinn is not interested in joining, then they won’t. The “common cour-
tesy” of calling neighboring groups for event scheduling became
impractical when the seneschal stopped running the events. Site
availability often causes overlaps despite our best efforts. I hope that
with a regional newsletter, information will be more readily available
to the myriad regional autocrats.
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& The Western Region &
SM Phelan MacDermott

Incipient Shire of Orion’s Gate (Jefferson Co., NY) ...cccovvoovionronn....

Dominion of Myrkfaelinn (Ithaca, NY) ............... Merrie Branwen MacLean

Barony of the Rhydderich Hael (Niagara Frontier, NY) .................. Cori Ghora

Canton of Beau Fleuve iBuffaiol iii ||"| |""”""”l"""”"““ |iiiiili iliil

Shire of Stormsport (Erie, PA) .............ccoeovvveensenseeens Alexander Caithnes of Wyk

Shire of Nemoralis Noctua iGreensbuil Pii Il'lIII Hoiin of ﬁ iﬂe

Shire of St. Swithin’s Bog (Johnstown, PA) .......cccocvevunene

«eree. Ormhflaith ni Darragh

Shire of Riversmeet (Kanawha, Putnam Co., WV) ............. Stephen Red Cloak

This list is unofficial. For the official listing, please consult Pikestaff.
Please send corrections to the Kingdom and Regional Seneschals.





